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The Summit of the Americas 


As you know, the Summit of the Americas will 
take place in Quebec City at the end of April and 
many activists are beginning to make their 
presence felt. In order to put some order into and 
to distinguish the courses of action of ATTAC, the 
Administrative Council has taken the following 
decisions and main directions. 


A.There are lessons from the battles and tactics 
learned from Seattle. Since the successful 
protests in Seattle, activists have tried elsewhere 
- Washington, Philadelphia, Prague, Windsor and 
more recently, Nice - to repeat the success which 
had been gained there. However, the more one 
tries to repeat the model with the same catch 
phrase - Stop the Summit - the more easily 
demonstrations go from half-victory to failure. 
Moreover, the police adapt. The installation of a 
large perimeter of security, the quasi-general 
requisition of conference rooms and lodgings by 
the police force and the federal government will 
make the holding of demonstrations to stop the 
Summit difficult, indeed nearly impossible, unless 
there is, as Operation SalAMI suggests, about 
2,000 people trained and ready to perform acts of 
non-violent civil disobedience which seem 
completely utopian at this point in time. 
Furthermore, politically speaking, a strategy 
designed to stop the holding of the Summit seems 
inappropriate to us. In fact, the Summit of 


Quebec, although a significant step towards the 
conclusion of an agreement towards the 
implementation of the Free Trade Area of the 
Americas (FTAA) in 2005, will not be the crowning 
event for such an agreement. As well, to prevent 
the Summit from taking place will have no impact 
on the process of negotiation. Instead, given the 
current relationship with the police, it would only 
have the effect of sending demonstrators to the 
slaughterhouse and make all the means of 
repression exercised justifiable. 


B.It is the process of negotiation which must be 
attacked. Just as was the case for the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and the 
Multilateral Agreement on Investment (MAI), it is 
the lack of openness which characterizes the 
development process of the FTAA. The MAI could 
be defeated because it was leaked out, and 
mobilized an outraged civilian population. But, it 
is useful to remember that MAI represented, 
roughly speaking, the expansion and consolidation 
of Chapters 10 and 11 of NAFTA, chapters that 
even Canada was beginning to find too laden with 
consequences. We, therefore, believe that the 
weak link in the whole negotiation process of the 
FTAA is its opacity. In this chapter, let us quote 
extensively one of the conclusions of the Report of 
the Commission on Institutions of the National 
Assembly of Quebec entitled, “Quebec and the 
Free Trade Area of the Americas: Political and 
Socio-economic Effects.” 
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Despite the firm commitments for transparency of 
the process, there is evidently a very clear 
absence of information around everything which 
approaches the FTAA, near or far. This 
observation was almost unanimously made as 
much from the testimonies from the world of 
business as from representatives of labour and 
observers. We understand that one cannot 
effectively negotiate such an agreement in the 
public arena. On the other hand, what is less 
clear to us, is that neither the precise direction nor 
the status of the work is known. Several 
observers fear that the precedents set by NAFTA 
serve as a model for the FTAA, particularly with 
regard to investment and the public market, and 
the information necessary to reply to these 
allegations were not available. This lack of 
information appears to us to jeopardize the 
project in that it feeds the worse fears and favours 
all manner of speculation. 


With respect to the public market, for example, is 
it necessary to understand that the concept aims 
only at the purchase of goods or, as it is in the 
case of NAFTA, also includes services and even, 
eventually, the supply of public services? A 
witness, a senior observer of the Americas, notes 
that, at this moment, Latin America seems to 
want to pave the way to the FTAA by privatizing 
part of its public service. Are we seeing a sign 
reinforcing the fears of witnesses who have 
spoken out or is it just a negative interpretation? 
Two years after beginning the work, is it normal 
that we still do not know clearly what is 
understood by the term, “public market”? As 
many questions of the same nature are 
outstanding for each of the nine negotiating 
groups of the FTAA. 


In the same way, we note, and this testimony is 
constant, that, ten years after NAFTA, there is still 
no analysis available on the socio-economic 
impacts of free trade agreements in force 
although several witnesses agree in saying that 
the overall performance is rather positive. 
Admittedly, in the opinion of the specialists, it 
would be difficult, indeed impossible, to draw up a 
complete and rigorous assessment of the effects 
of MAI and NAFTA. Nevertheless, we believe that 
it would be useful to make an analysis, however 
imperfect it is. 


In addition, our claims must be directed at the 
Opacity of the process. We thus support the call 
to action of SalAMI 
(http://www. alternatives.ca/salami/HTML_an/pre 


mpageA.html) in Canada and Trade Watch of the 
Public Citizen in the US (Ralph Nader’s 
organization) 
(http://www. citizen. org/pctrade/ ftaa/ftaahome. ht 
ml) and the coalition "Alliance for Responsible 
Trade” which launched the campaign “Liberate the 
Document.” In fact, according to the agenda of 
the teams of negotiators, a first general document 
of the Agreement should be ready in December 
2000 (which is indeed the case). Also, each 
government going to the negotiations now has in 
its hands a complete document to be used as the 
basis for political - no longer only economic or 
technical - negotiation. The moment is, therefore, 
ripe to demand its disclosure. 


ATTAC-Quebec thus intends to put this demand 
front and centre. However, this demand can take 
this direction only in combination with another; 
that is, to take stock of the free trade agreements 
in force, of which NAFTA is a priority. In this 
respect, in consort with the decisions of its 
founding group 
(http://www. attac.org/quebec/congres/final/ATTA 
C_a_venir.rtf), ATTAC-Quebec will take all 
possible means to make known the analysis 
appropriate in the application of NAFTA and more 
particularly Chapter 11 concerning investment. 


C. Actions of ATTAC-Quebec 


-Continuation of our work within coalition 
OQP2001 in Quebec. Conscious of the importance 
of unifying the actions of all of the organizations 
opposed to FTAA, ATTAC-Quebec intends to 
continue to mobilize all of its members and 
supporters around the coalition. We envisage 
enlarging, to the maximum, the mobilization 
around the demand for disclosure of documents 
and the work of educating the public as to what is 
at stake in the FTAA. We are presently examining 
the relevance of organizing our own education 
activities around Chapter 11 of NAFTA. 


-Production and dissemination of a _ public 
education kit on Chapter 11 of NAFTA. We hope 
to have this work finished by mid-February. The 
kit will comprise of: (1) a complete file on our 
Internet site; (2) a printed document containing a 
complete analysis of the application of the chapter 
of NAFTA pertaining to investment and the 
consequences of its expansion in the framework of 
a possible FTAA; (3) a slide-show presenting the 
printed document. As well, pamphlets, leaflets 
and other materials will be produced. We plan on 
taking all of these materials on a lecture tour. 
Watch for our communiqués to come on this. 
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-Furthering our work within the Table of 
Convergence. We intend from here on in to 
devote more energy to the Table of Convergence 
(which unites the great coalition of the Quebec 
network on continental integration, Alternatives, 
Operation SalAMI, Friends of “Le Monde 
diplomatique” and several others). During the 
next months, our work will revolve around the 
production of documents on the consequences of 
FTAA. We foresee centering our contribution on 
Chapter 11 of NAFTA (that one, again!). 


-Support for the League of Rights and Freedoms in 
its fight against the undemocratic security 
measures. The League of Rights is studying the 
possibility of legal recourse to counter the 
undemocratic measures taken jointly by the 
federal and Quebec governments. The League 
has also invited lawyers from American countries 
to be observers of the situation. A meeting with 
the Minister of Public Security, Ménard, has 
already taken place and the government of 
Quebec is taking measures which are essential so 
that this commission of surveillance can do its 
work. 


-Dissemination and distribution of the document 
entitled, “Alternatives for the Americas” by 
Continental Social Alliance. This text is accessible 
(in French) directly from our Internet site 
http://www. attac.org/ quebec/zlea/ alternatives. ht 
ml. We invite you to read it, print it or order 
copies and distribute it in your areas. We also 
invite you to visit the website of the Research 
Group in the Interests of Quebec Society (GRIP) at 
the University of Quebec at Montreal (UQAM) on 
continental integration which publishes a news 
bulletin on the state of the negotiations of the 
FTAA (in French) at 
http: //www.unites. uquam.ca/gric/index.htm). 


-Work aimed at Quebec and Canadian members of 
parliament and municipal governments. As the 
Report of the Commission on Institutions of the 
National Assembly reveals, parliaments, and thus, 
members of parliament, are kept in the dark 
insofar as the negotiations of the FTAA are 
concerned (as was the case with MAI and NAFTA). 
At the time of the Second General Assembly of the 
Parliamentary Conference of the Americas held in 
Puerto Rico in July 2000, parliamentarians of the 
three Americas unanimously asked the heads of 
state and governments to reinforce the process of 
continental integration by the participation of 
parliamentarians from all jurisdictions on the 
continents and by open debate on the FTAA’s 


creation. They also asked to be informed as soon 
as possible as to the status of the negotiations of 
the FTAA. As well, ATTAC-Quebec intends to 
support the members of parliament in their 
attempts in this respect and to join in, in 
demanding with greater constancy _ that 
government authorities reveal the negotiation 
documents. An open letter will be prepared 
without delay on this subject. We also intend to 
solicit town councils (although in the context of 
the debate on amalgamations, that could prove to 
be difficult). 


-Active participation in the campaign aiming at the 
publication of the negotiation documents of the 
FTAA. (What follows is drawn from a document of 
SalAMI.) Between now and March 20, 2001, we 
are demanding from the Canadian government the 
entire texts of the FTAA as they are at this stage 
of negotiation. We seek to obtain 50,000 copies 
of the outline of the Agreement in French, 10,000 
in English, 1,000 in Spanish and 500 in 
Portuguese. We want the four versions to be put 
online on the Internet and up-dated monthly. We 
want to receive the hard copy of the document 
and put it online by noon, March 20 at the latest. 
This demand is irreproachable. It is credible, 
legitimate, understandable by everyone and 
absolutely realistic (for the latter, it will have to be 
announced as soon as possible). It answers the 
fundamental criterion of a good strategy. The 
adversary is placed in front of an_ insoluble 
dilemma: If the Canadian government agrees to 
give us the document, it thus grants us a small 
victory which will keep the impetus moving and 
will help make people curious as to what the 
document is about (they will not like what they 
see), increasing the chances further of mounting 
opposition. If the Canadian government refuses 
to give us the document, it confirms the 
opaqueness of the process and its loss of 
legitimacy will be heavy. Such a refusal would 
deeply shock all those who still believe in the right 
to information in a democracy and will encourage 
popular vindication and a speedy opposition. The 
latter will also reinforce the demonstrations in 
Quebec. As the saying goes: “Heads, | win; tails, 
you lose.” Failure and checkmate. This demand 
obviously fits in with the direction of the 
campaign. We will carry out (by post office, fax, 
email, Internet, media, etc.) a vast campaign to 
solicit the support of thousands of groups, trade 
unions, associations and individuals. Such support 
will mean an engagement of various “sanctions” 
planned for in the event the request is not 
fulfilled. 
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Let us now see what means of pressure there are, 
what mobilization will mean. First offensive: in 
another place and at a different time, we probably 
do not have the choice, we must mobilize towards 
the Summit, one step at a time. In order for the 
mobilization to be statistically significant in 
Quebec (a fundamental objective in our opinion), 
it will have to foretell the “warning shots” and the 
pre-mobilization which will put our muscle and 
reflexes to olympian test. Moreover, to regain the 
offensive seems like a crucial element in the 
strategy before us to bring back a political victory 
against the Summit of the Americas. In effect, it 
should permit us assured success even before the 
middle of April 2001. Ideally, at the moment we 
set foot in Quebec City, we will harvest the 
success of our mobilizations like a ripe fruit ready 
to fall from the tree. To leave the defensive 
posture, to go beyond reactionary logic inherent in 
the anti-Summit demonstrations, it will surely be 
advisable to move the place and the moment of 
the confrontation to put it to our advantage. An 
elementary principle of guerrilla tactics (it is, of 
course, about an image; non-violence being the 
means recommended) consist in not concentrating 
all ones forces in a sterile confrontation at the 
place and time that the adversary choses to group 
its forces. The first of our two sanctions aims at 
taking back the offensive and its effect will be 
precisely to move the peaceful confrontation onto 
a more vulnerable ground for the federal 
government than that of Quebec. We intend to 
announce our intention to get the documents on 
the FTAA from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade on Sussex Avenue in Ottawa 
by April 1, 2001, at the latest. Either we celebrate 
taking delivery of the cases of documents which 
will be given to us on that occasion, or we hold a 
legal demonstration in Ottawa to claim them. 
ATTAC-Quebec intends to mobilize its forces for 
this demonstration. 


SalAMI intends to follow this demonstration 
(probably on the following day) with a peaceful 
blockade aimed at closing the Lester B. Pearson 
building and trying to obtain the documents by a 
strictly non-violent intervention. 


-Publication of a declaration on our strategy and 
tactics of fighting and mobilization; non-violence; 
the undemocratic repressive tactics of the 
Canadian government and the police; the reports 
of the Canadian Service on Information on the 
“anti- globalization" struggle; the installation of the 
famous perimeter of security in Quebec City 
during the Summit of the Americas; the events 
surrounding the recent demonstrations against the 


G-20 Summits in Montreal and Nice show that not 
only is it necessary to refine our tactics but, also, 
we must take measures to ensure that our 
strategy of mobilization will not be stopped by the 
police, perhaps more appropriately called the 
“crushers.” This declaration places us in 
solidarity with all our partners of the OQP2001, 
the Table of Convergence and other speakers. A 
first effort should be ready before Christmas. 


We will need energy and resources to carry out all 
these activities. Make yourself known. Be part of 
the action. Contribute financially. 


quebec@attac.org 

http: //attac.org/ quebec 
Translation Patricia Landsdown, 
translator coorditrad@attac. org 








volunteer 





Press and repression 
THE DISCOURSE 


This letter aims at denouncing the emptiness of 
the discourse fuelled by the media on the question 
of the issues of the Summit of Americas. That is 
little surprise from the media of the monopolistic 
duet Desmarais / Péladeau, but several 
‘alternative’ media belittled themselves in doing 
the mind-numbing work. 


For about 6 months, the population is the victim of 
a spectacular intimidation campaign based not on 
the political, economic, social and cultural issues 
at stake in the FTAA (Free trade area of 
Americas), but rather on ' how the demonstrators 
are going be clubbed '. The whole thing began 
with custard pies being thrown onto J ean Chrétien 
in the Island of Prince Edouard, which allowed the 
Soleil to write that the S.Q. would be numerous 
enough for protecting our Johné ' peppergate ' 
national Cretin. Since them, everything go 
berserk. One front page titles ‘Specialists are 
missing’ and explains us that there is not in the 
region any rescue brigade specialised in the 
matters of poisonous gases such as the gas 'sarin' 
and the ' orange ' gases! Despite no summit of the 
kind of the one of April had been the victim of any 
armed group, one justifies the fear of attacks by 
gases having massacred thousands of persons 
during the war of Vietnam by the fact that ' 
Montreal is a terrorism crossroad '!?°! The media 
show continues with a detailed description by the 
vehicle which will serve in Toronto as water 
cannon and with other questions, fundamental for 
our collective future, such as: where will be 
transferred Orsainville's prisoners? Week after 
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week, the stupidity continues.Here are my 
predictions, the big issues that will be on the 
topic next: What will be the length the clubs of the 
policemen? What will be the chance to jump over 
the wall thanks to pole vault? How the 
Azerbaijdanian terrorist small groups of Cubist 
tendency should carry out a series of targeted 
kidnappings? 


This intellectual emptiness maintained by the 
media serves mainly the politicians and the police 
brigades, these last having a particularly effective 
strategy of misinformation. Actually, the persons 
in charge for the Summit learnt of Seattle, 
Washington, Prague, Nice and so on. Today, the 
debate on the question of the free trade and the 
globalisation must be avoided at any cost, for the 
people, when informed, will mobilise against 
them. Indeed, the principle ' of reducing trade 
barriers ', at the basis of the agreements that are 
being negotiated, implies a reduction of the laws 
and the social and environmental programs by 
levelling them towards what is effective in the 
United States and in the countries of the South. 
For the policemen the interest is clear. The event 
is an opportunity to rebuild a_ bullet-proof 
wardrobe and to attend a series of trainings paid 
at big price (please , guess by whom?). 


WHICH VIOLENCE? 


To put an end to it once for all, violence is first the 
millions of people that die every year from 
malnutrition in the countries of the South due to 
the policies of reduction of the debt imposed by 
the IMF and the World Bank, at the big profit of 
our multinational banks. The violence is also the 
patients who suffer in the corridors of our 
hospitals, it is our children, more and more 
numerous, living in poverty, it is our environment 
more and more polluted which causes deaths, as 
in Walkerton. 


If some violence happens at the Summit, we 
should not to forget that the professional agitators 
from the police will be probably be at work for 
justifying their device. One has only to think about 
the agent of the G.R.C. -Canadian Royal Guard 
(?)- who had been caught laying bombs in the 
name of the FLQ, or to remember the policemen in 
Seattle, who pushed some_hyper-mediatized 
vandals towards the shops windows and then that 
they justify their repression on the more 
dangerous politically activists who doing non- 
violent civil disobedience. Let us mention besides 
that several groups are doing a big error centring 
mainly their public discourse on the an anticipate 


condemnation of the potential violence of some 
groups. These comments are only strengthening 
the campaign of fear described above by diverting 
once again the attention for the media of the 
fundamental discussion. 


THE IMPACTS OF THE AGREEMENTS OF FREE 
TRADE 


While multinationals are merging endlessly for 
creating virtual monopolies in most of the big 
sectors of the economy (petroleum, motorcar, 
metal industry, information and media, etc.), they 
try to increase the exchanges between the various 
components of the company, which take position 
almost everywhere on the planet looking for the 
lowest work and environmental conditions. As said 
the CEO of the multinational ABB in a famous 
quotation: "| would define the globalisation as the 
freedom for my group to invest where it wants, 
the time it wants, to produce what it wants, 
stocking up and selling where it wants, and having 
to bear the least constraints as possible with 
regard to Labour Law and social agreements. " 
(Percy Barnevik, president of ABB, on 1995). 


Since the implementation of the agreements of 
free trade with the United States and Mexico, 
what do we notice? Massive cuts in the health and 
the education, the stagnation of the average wage 
and the minimum wage with regard to the growth 
of price, the reduction of the fight against poverty. 
We have to admit that the exports increased but 
also the imports. So, we have a small global 
increase of the production and the wealth, but our 
much greater dependence on the United States 
will ruin our economy when their next recession 
will happen. 


While no real analysis of the social consequences 
of the NAFT has been done, our leaders of 
Americas, hidden from the public, the NGO and 
even their own parliaments, are leading the 
negotiations for the Free trade area of Americas. 
In co-operation with their partners from the 
private sector, officially invited, they are drafting 
an agreement that will end up changing from top 
to bottom our laws and our constitution. This 
agreement will subordinate the social programs, 
the health, the education, the culture and the 
environment to the privilege of the investors who 
will be institutionalised at the supranational level. 


Face to this antisocial process, it is necessary to 
start up an important and opened mobilisation. In 
this direction, a debate with the Minister Petitgrew 
is Organised on February 2 at 12 o'clock in the 
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pavilion Desjardins of the University, a colloquium 
from 16 till 18 February at the University and a 
demonstration against the perimeter 17 in March 
are planned. During the Summit, from 16 till 23 
April, a series of conferences and shows will be 
organised, with, aS a- paramount,’ the 
demonstration of the 21. In these various actions, 
alternatives such as abolition of the fiscal 
paradises, tax Tobin, cancellation of the debts of 
the Third World and massive refunding in our 
social programs, can be approached. Face to a 
process of globalisation that shows more and 
more clearly its antisocial nature, it is necessary 
to start up an important and opened mobilisation. 


Sébastien Bouchard 

Member of the Coalition of Quebec OQP on 2001 
To know more about the ZLEA: 

http: //attac.org/zlea/index. htm/quebec/ 

For more information: guebec@attac.org 
Translation: coorditrad@attac.org Volunteer 
translators 











The FTAA & the AI DS Crisis in the Global 
South 


As you already know, the governments of the 
western hemisphere and their corporate bosses 
are signing our names to the Free Trade 
Agreement of the Americas as we speak. This 
secret treaty’s being made to destroy activist 
victories, privatize public services, and gut public 
safeguards; to roll back everything that 500 years 
of resistance has won. Our world and our lives are 
on the auction block. We understand this and 
that’s why we’re going to stop them. And people 
with AIDS and their allies are going to be on the 
front lines. 


ACT-UP and the Health GAP (Global Access 
Project) Coalition have recently begun a campaign 
to defeat the FTAA. Our mission is to end the 
global AIDS pandemic, while the FTAA’s mission is 
to make it worse. If it is put into effect, the FTAA 
will stop the growing movement by poor countries 
to manufacture cheap AIDS drugs, to treat the 30 
million people with AIDS in the global south. 


Unfortunately, because the FTAA threatens so 
many human rights on so many issues, many 
anti-globalization activists are not yet aware of the 
FTAA’s grave implications for people with AIDS 
worldwide. So we’d like to provide all anti-FTAA 
activists, speakers, roadshows and organizers with 
information about this issue--- in hopes that our 
movement’s opposition to the FTAA will adress it’s 


massive threat to the 30 million people living and 
dying of AIDS right now in the third world. 


Put simply, the FTAA will kill people with AIDS in 
Brazil--- immediately. But far worse, it may push 
back the cause of treating AIDS in the third world 
by decades. And the misery and death this would 
cause are simply not measurable. Here’s a brief 
summary of the situation. 


The New York Times said it with chilling honesty 
this Sunday; “Someday we may look back on 
2001 with nostalgia, for a time when AIDS was 
merely a global health catastrophe.” AIDS is 
hitting the third world in a way not seen since the 
Black Death killed a quarter of Europe. AIDS is not 
just a health crisis in some parts of the world; it’s 
causing the wholesale collapse of Africa. More 
than 20% of people in many sub-Saharan African 
nations have the virus; for young people in South 
Africa, the rates are higher than 50%. Ten, twenty 
years down the road, this disease will be having 
effects the likes of which we cannot even 
comprehend now. The world has never yet seen a 
continent virtually die because it’s people are 
poor. We will. 


And that is why they’re dying--- they’re poor. 
AIDS is a manageable disease for people in the 
First World and the rich; triple-cocktail drug 
therapy has caused AIDS death rates to plummet 
in places where people have access to them. But 
the corporations that make those medications 
charge between 10,000 and 15,000 dollars a year 
per person. America can afford to make that 
available to it’s people. No third world nation can. 
This results in a situation where 95% of people 
with AIDS worldwide have no access to medicine. 
30 million people are dying and it’s getting worse. 


But the pills actually cost pennies to produce. Any 
developing country could manufacture these drugs 
and treat AIDS. But pharmaceutical corporations-- 
- the most profitable industry in the world--- 
depend on their iron-clad patent laws to make 
billions of dollars in profit. And to protect their 
power and wealth, the corporations use the 
American government to force third world nations 
to not make generic versions of these drugs. It’s a 
simple equation. Because the US forces global 
trade policies to protect corporate patent rights, 
30 million poor people are dying. 


So people in the global south and north have 
started fighting back. American AIDS advocates 
have brought pressure to bear on_ their 
government and rich corporations, while a small 
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number of third world countries have begun 
defying the pharmaceutical industry and 
manufacturing the needed medications. These 
countries---India, Thailand, Brazil, and South 
Africa ---have said a big, risky “fuck you” to the 
richest industry on earth; because they must. And 
Brazil is leading the way. 


Brazilian civil society forced their government to 
implement a health plan that does what no other 
country does--- ensure every human being with 
AIDS that they will get the treatment they need. 
In just a few years their comprehensive program 
has cut AIDS deaths there in half, and caused 
infection numbers there to be a mere fraction of 
what analysts were predicting for 2001. A New 
York Times headline recently ran- “The world’s 
AIDS crisis is solvable- Look at Brazil”. Brazil has 
done more than just provided treatment for their 
people; they have started a move in the third 
world towards dealing with the AIDS crisis. And 
they have done it by ignoring corporations’ 
patents and placing human need over corporate 
greed. This scares the hell our of greedy 
pharmaceutical corporations. 


Brazil’s system works. It is the system the world 
needs. And Brazil has offered to teach any third 
world country how to set up their own generic 
systems. In May at a generic AIDS drug 
conference in Burkina Faso, they may begin doing 
that. The tide is turning towards life for 30 million 
infected poor people, and the corporations are 
desperate to stop it. 


The pharmaceutical corporations are _ bringing 
massive pressure to bear on the Brazilian 
government. Today, February 1, their lackeys in 
the United States government are _ formally 
denouncing Brazil’s free AIDS drug program at a 
WTO meeting in Geneva. And their plan to destroy 
Brazil’s program is to create new, more powerful 
and pro-corporate intellectual property laws in the 
upcoming Free Trade Agreement of the Americas. 


If the US succeeds in placing stronger, pro- 
corporate intellectual property laws in the FTAA 
(called TRIPS-plus), Brazil’s generics system will 
be dealt a death blow. The FTAA’s corporate 
patent protection policies will force Brazil’s generic 
drug program to stop manufacturing essential 
medications, extend corporate patent length and 
attack the generic drug system through the 
backdoor with a variety of crippling regulations. 
This spells disaster for people with AIDS in Brazil, 
but the larger picture is even more grim. The 
possibility of treating AIDS in the third world that 


Brazil offers will be gone--- and with it, a golden, 
practical opportunity for treating AIDS worldwide. 


The FTAA has large-scale ramifications for 30 
million people with AIDS in the third world that 
are simply deadly. Let’s name the problem: Rich 
corporations are using the FTAA to kill millions, to 
ensure their profits continue. 


This will not stand. People with AIDS and their 
allies, from Brazil to the US, are fighting this 
agreement. And we will win. ACT-UP and AIDS 
advocates worldwide are resisting the FTAA, 
specifically on the grounds that TRIPS-plus 
intellectual property provisions are unacceptable 
and deadly. 


In the light of this deadly threat, we hope this 
information will help folks raise the AIDS disaster 
issue as part of their FTAA activism; right now, 
the movement isn’t talking much about the 
suffering and genocide corporate greed and 
globalization are causing through the AIDS crisis 
in the developing world. But the issue’s gotta be 
on the table. 30 million people living with AIDS in 
the global south have their lives on the line here. 


We plan to be in the US Trade Representatives 
face, we plan to be in Quebec City, and we plan to 
be everywhere it takes to defeat this death 
sentence for people with AIDS in the global south. 
We invite everyone who fights globalization and 
corporate power, and everyone who places human 
need above corporate greed, to join our demand 
and work together to defeat the FTAA. 


We're specifically hoping that all anti-globalization 
activists will put the AIDS issue among the 
forefront of our movement’s opposition. 30 million 
people with AIDS in the third world should not be 
thought of a side-issue or footnote. We’ve come 
too far for that. AIDS and the global south are 
central to the suffering globalization causes; so 
they need to be central to our resistance as well. 


Please feel free to contact us, with questions, 
comments, or requests for more information. We 
have a movement again. Let’s use it to defend our 
world and our lives from corporate power. Let’s 
put AIDS on the agenda. Let’s defeat the FTAA 
and everything else the corporations and their 
lackeys try to impose on us from above. 


Silence is death. Resistance is life. 


NO FTAA! NO TRIPS-PLUS, EVER! 
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Sincerely, ACT-UP Philadelphia 


AFL-C1O and DGB: Yes to Tobin! 
Press Release 
30.01.2001: PM 025 


AFL/CIO and DGB in favour of stronger control of 
international finance markets 


The German Trade Union DGB and the American 
trade union AFL-CIO request the reform of the 
international finance markets. The control over the 
finance markets has to be recuperated said the 
president of AFL-CIO, John Sweeny, and the 
president of DGB, Dieter Schulte, last Monday in 
Berlin. This is the only way to provide long term 
and productive investments and_ sustainable 
growth. 


In the centre of the talks between DGB and AFL- 
ClO were economic and socio-political questions 
and common activities for a socially equitable 
restructuring of globalisation. 


Monday evening, the trade union representatives 
met chancellor Gerhard Schréder. 


DGB and AFL-CIO criticised, that they were not 
allowed to participate in the discussion about the 
new international financial architecture. The 
“Forum for Financial Stability” which has been 
established by the G7, is supposed to present 
recommendations which had been elaborated only 
by governmental civil servants and 
representatives of business and banks. However, 
the trade unions request the establishment of a 
pluralistic and independent international 
commission, which should work out a report for an 
international regulatory frame. 


For the stabilisation of the international finance 
system courageous steps are necessary, said 
Sweeny and Schulte. The trade unions request for 
stable exchange rates between Euro, Dollar and 
Yen, capital controls for short term flows and the 
taxation of currency transactions. 


From the point of view of the two trade unions the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO), too, has to be 
reformed. Labour’ rights and aspects’. of 
environmental protection have to be addressed 
more in the global trade and investment system. 
This would not be an attempt to build a 
protectionist wall against the world economy 


The Development Assistance Committee of the 
OECD should integrate into its eligibility criteria 
the core labour standards. First, fair international 
agreements would have to regulate labour 
standards, environmental protection and 
agriculture. Second, the procedures of the WTO 
should be reformed in a way, that there are more 
means for developing countries which are not 
capable to fulfil their tasks and to use their rights 
as members of the WTO. 


www.dgb.de 
Translation: Peter Wahl 


ATTAC Germany Deutschland@attac.org 
http: //attac. org/deutschland 








From Porto Alegre with solidarity 
Porto Alegre Call for Mobilisation 


Social forces from around the world have gathered 
here at the World Social Forum in Porto Alegre. 
Unions and NGOs, movements and organizations, 
intellectuals and artists, together we are building a 
great alliance to create a new society, different 
from the dominant logic wherein the free-market 
and money are considered the only measure of 
worth. Davos represents the concentration of 
wealth, the globalization of poverty and the 
destruction of our earth. Porto Alegre represents 
the hope that a new world is possible, where 
human beings and nature are the center of our 
concern. 


We are part of a movement’ which has grown 
since Seattle. We challenge the elite and their 
undemocratic processes, symbolised by the World 
Economic Forum in Davos. We came to share our 
experiences, build our solidarity, and demonstrate 
our total rejection of the neoliberal policies of 
globalisation. 


We are women and men, farmers, workers, 
unemployed, professionals, students, blacks and 
indigenous peoples, coming from the South and 
from the North, committed to struggle for peoples' 
rights, freedom, security, employment and 
education. We are fighting against the hegemony 
of finance, the destruction of our cultures, the 
monopolization of knowledge, mass media, and 
communication, the degradation of nature, and 
the destruction of the quality of life by 
multinational corporations and anti-democratic 
policies. Participative democratic experiences -- 
like that of Porto Alegre -- show us that a concrete 
alternative is possible. We reaffirm the supremacy 
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of human, ecological and social rights over the 
demands of finance and investors. 


At the same time that we strengthen our 
movements, we resist the global elite and work for 
equity, social justice, democracy and security for 
everyone, without distinction. Our methodology 
and alternatives stand in stark contrast to the 
destructive policies of neo-liberalism. 


Globalisation reinforces a sexist and patriarchal 
system. It increases the feminisation of poverty 
and exacerbates all forms of violence against 
women. Equality between women and men is 
central to our struggle. Without this, another 
world will never be possible. 


Neoliberal globalization increases racism, 
continuing the veritable genocide of centuries of 
slavery and colonialism which destroyed the bases 
of black African civilizations. We call on all 
movements to be in solidarity with African peoples 
in the continent and outside, in defense of their 
rights to land, citizenship, freedom, peace, and 
equality, through the reparation of historical and 
social debts. Slave trade and slavery are crimes 
against humanity. 


We express our special recognition and solidarity 
with indigenous peoples in their historic struggle 
against genocide and ethnocide and in defense of 
their rights, natural resources, culture, autonomy, 
land, and territory. 


Neoliberal globalisation destroys the environment, 
health and people's living environment. Air, water, 
land and peoples have become commodities. Life 
and health must be recognized as fundamental 
rights which must not be subordinated to 
economic policies. 


The external debt of the countries of the South 
has been repaid several times over. Illegitimate, 
unjust and fraudulent, it functions as an 
instrument of domination, depriving people of 
their fundamental human rights with the sole aim 
of increasing international usury. We demand its 
unconditional cancellation and the reparation of 
historical, social, and ecological debts, as 
immediate steps toward a definitive resolution of 
the crisis this Debt provokes. 


Financial markets extract resources and wealth 
from communities and nations, and subject 
national economies to the whims of speculators. 
We call for the closure of tax havens and the 
introduction of taxes on financial transactions. 


Privatisation is a mechanism for transferring public 
wealth and natural resources to the private sector. 
We oppose all forms of privatisation of natural 
resources and public services. We call for the 
protection of access to resources and public goods 
necessary for a decent life. 


Multinational corporations organise — global 
production with massive unemployment, low 
wages and unqualified labour and by refusing to 
recognise the fundamental worker’s rights as 
defined by the ILO. We demand the genuine 
recognition of the right to organise and negotiate 
for unions, and new rights for workers to face the 
globalisation strategy. While goods and money are 
free to cross borders, the restrictions on the 
movement of people exacerbate exploitation and 
repression. We demand an end to such 
restrictions. 


We call for a trading system which guarantees full 
employment, food security, fair terms of trade and 
local prosperity. Free trade is anything but free. 
Global trade rules ensure the _ accelerated 
accummulation of wealth and power’ by 
multinational corporations and_ the further 
marginalisation and impoverishment of small 
farmers, workers and local enterprises. We 
demand that governments’ respect _ their 
obligations to the international human_ rights 
instruments and multilateral environmental 
agreements. We call on people everywhere to 
support the mobilizations against the creation of 
the Free Trade Area in the Americas, an initiative 
which means the recolonization of Latin America 
and the destruction of fundamental social, 
economic, cultural and environmental human 
rights. 


The IMF, the World Bank and regional banks, the 
WTO, NATO and other military alliances are some 
of the multilateral agents of neoliberal 
globalisation. We call for an end to _ their 
interference in national policy. These institutions 
have no legitimacy in the eyes of the people and 
we will continue to protest against their measures. 


Neoliberal globalization has led to_ the 
concentration of land ownership and favored 
corporate agricultural systems which’ are 
environmentally and socially destructive. It is 
based on export oriented growth backed by large 
scale infrastructure development, such as dams, 
which displces people from their land and destroys 
their livelihoods. Their loss must be restored. We 
call for a democratic agrarian reform. Land, water 
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and seeds must be in the hands of the peasants. 
We promote sustainable agricultural processes. 
Seeds and genetic stocks are the heritage of 
humanity. We demand that the use of transgenics 
and the patenting of life be abolished. 


Militarism and corporate globalisation reinforce 
each other to undermine democracy and peace. 
We totally refuse war as a way to Solve coflicts 
and we oppose the arms race and the arms trade. 
We call for an end to the repression and 
criminalisation of social protest. We condemn 
foreign military intervention in the internal affairs 
of our countries. We demand the lifting of 
embargoes and sanctions used as instruments of 
aggression, and express our solidarity with those 
who suffer their consequences. We reject US 
military intervention in Latin America through the 
Plan Colombia. 


We call for a strenghtening of alliances, and the 
implementation of common actions, on these 
principal concerns. We will continue to mobilize on 
them until the next Forum. We recognize that we 
are now in a better position to undertake the 
struggle for a different world, a world without 
misery, hunger, discrimination and violence, with 
quality of life, equity, respect and peace. 


We commit ourselves to support all the struggles 
of our common agenda to mobilise opposition to 
neoliberalism. Among our priorities for the coming 
months, we will mobilize globally against the: 
‘World Economic Forum, Cancun, Mexico, 26 and 
27 February 

‘Free Trade Area of the Americas, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, 6-7 April and Quebec City, Canada, 17- 
22 April 

‘Asian Development Bank, Honolulu, May 

‘G8 Summit, Genova, Italy, 15-22 J uly 

‘IMF and World Bank Annual Meeting, Washington 
DC, USA, 28 September - 4 October 

‘World Trade Organisation, 5-9 November 
(Quatar?) 


On April 17, we will support the international day 
of struggle against the importation of cheap 
agricultural products which create economic and 
social dumping, and the feminist mobilization 
against globalization in Genova. We support the 
call for a world day of action against debt, to take 
place this year on July 20. 


The proposals formulated are part of the 
alternatives being elaborated by social movements 
around the world. They are based on the principle 
that human beings and life are not commodities, 


and in the commitment to the welfare and human 
rights of all. 


Our involvement in the World Social Forum has 
enriched understanding of each of our struggles 
and we have been strengthened. We call on all 
peoples around the world to join in this struggle to 
build a better future. The World Social Forum of 
Porto Alegre is a way to achieve peoples’ 
sovereignty and a just world. 


Hundreds of organizations have signed this call. If 
you want to see the endorsements, please check 
http: //attac. org/fra/asso/doc/doc502sign.htm 





If your organization wants to sign it, please send a 
email to attacint@attac.org mentioning your 


endorsement and giving all useful information. 


From Porto Alegre without Qatar 


FOR DISSEMINATION AND SIGNATURE _ to: 
solagral@solagral.asso. fr 





The participants at the World Social Forum call on 
the WTO to reject the candidature of Qatar for its 
next Ministerial Conference. On 30 January the 
WTO General Council is to choose the country that 
will host its fourth ministerial conference. For the 
moment, only Qatar has_ announced _ its 
candidature. 


The participants of the Word Social Forum at Porto 
Alegre appeal to their governments to choose a 
country where freedom of assembly and freedom 
to protest are guaranteed, both by law and in 
practice. By choosing Qatar, where the basic 
rights of association and _ protest are not 
recognised, the WTO would be making an 
unambiguous statement about its conception of 
transparency and dialogue with civil society. It 
would also be demonstrating that it does not 
intend to take account of the demand expressed 
by civil society in Seattle and Porto Alegre, that 
trade be subordinated to international law and in 
particular to basic human rights. 


Porto Alegre, 28 January 2001 


First signatory organisations: 

Agir ici - France ; Andines - France ; Attac - 
France ; Centre international Martin Luther King - 
Burundi ; CCFD - Comité catholique contre la faim 
et pour le développement - France ; Droit paysan 
- France ; France Amérique latine - France ; FSU - 
France ; Solagral - France ; SUD - PTT - France; 
Transversales - France ; USPAOC-CGT - France ; 
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CNCD - Belgique ; Les Verts - France ; IBASE - 
Bresil ; Focus on Global South - Thailande ; ENDA 
tiers monde - Senegal ; Association pour la 
Fondation Rene Dumont - France ; FASE - Bresil ; 
IRAM - France ; CECIP - Bresil ; |DACO - Bresil ; 
Rede acreana de mulheres et homens - Bresil ; 
CECA/RS - Bresil ; UNIPOP /PA Amazonia - Bresil ; 
Federacio de cooperativas de trabalo de Catalunya 
- Espana ;FTC Catalunya - Espagne ; CESMA - 
Bresil ; CAMP - Bresil ; Nova Pesquisa - Bresil ; 
SMDH - Bresil ; IDEC - Bresil ; CESE - Bresil ; 
CEADE - Bresil ; CEDAL - Bresil ; Fundacao Bento 
Rubiao - Bresil ; Vida Brasil - Bresil ; CEDAL - 
France...CADTM - BelgiqueGRUPO DE ECONOMIA 
SOLIDARIA DEL PERU - PEROURONGEAD - 
FRANCEREDE MULHER DE EDUCACAO~ - 
BRESILCOMITE CONTRA A’ PRISAO E A 
PERSEGUICAO POLITICA - BRESILMOVIMENTO 
NACIONAL DE  LUTA  PELA MORADIA~ - 
BRESILANTEAG - BRESILZUTIK - PAYS BASQUE 


The World Parliamentary Forum adopted this 
declaration at its plenary meeting in Porto Alegre 
on 28 January 2001 


PS - Susan George sent us a little “joke” that we 
would like to share with you... 
HEALTH ALERT!! 


The WTO has been stricken with Qataract, a 
serious disease clouding the eyes and blinding the 
patient to the needs of ordinary people and of 
society. Certain clinicians suggest, however, that 
the WTO is chiefly a victim of the well-known 
bronchial ailment known as Qatarrhe. In this 
case, the lungs must be thoroughly purged and 
the patient must spit out his neoliberal infection. 
Whatever the diagnosis, this is clearly a case for 
Doctors without Borders/ World Doctors. 
Meanwhile, the patient should be isolated at all 
costs. Anyone coming into contact with the WTO 
should be immediately warned of the risks of 
contagion. 


Thank you, 
SG [Sanitary Group] 


